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Affairs of FRANCE: 


Parg’d from the Errors and Partiality of Newf Writers 


and Petty-Statefmen, of all Sides. 


— Cuefdap, May 2. 1704. 
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‘[* Conqueft the Kirg of France 
has made over the Duelling Hu- 
mour of his Sub¢éts, is the Theme 
we are upon, and fome Digreffion on that 
Head has been made to out Evglifh Af- 
fairs, which as it is what J fhall very feldom 
do, 1 hope the Reader will excufe, 

I might Enlarge here cn the vulgar Er- 
rors of Behaviour, and the Miftaken No- 
tions Men have Entertain’d by the Folly of 
Cuftom, concerning Honour, GaWantry, 
and Conrage; but Hiftory is rather my 
Bufinefs, and I fhall make as few Excurfi- 
ons as Pofible. 

T have met with fome that willalledge, 
The King of France has feveral times 
broken his Oath in the matter of Dueling, 
and the Severity with which he Threatn’d 
his Subjeéts, has been Mitigated frequent- 
ly, and in particular in the Cafe of Mon- 
fieur de 5+. A-——, who, at the Interceffion 
of Madam de Montef/pan, and juft at the 
time when his Majefty was more particulor- 
ly a Captive to that Lady, was secall'd 
from Banifhment, and admitted to his Fa- 
vour. ———— But thofe who defend the 
King’s Honour in this Cafe, tell us, The 
King was acquainted, that this Gentleman 
tho’ he fled, was not A€tually in the Affair. 
The Bufinefs in fhort was thus: There had 


been two or three Families Embrojled in 
the Quarrel, and-in {pight ofall the Terror 
of the King’s Edi€& and Oath, they met in 
an Iflahd of the Sei,‘ and-Fought rather a 
little Batcail, than a Duel, for they met fix 
or eight of a fide, and two or three were 
kill’d, the reft thitted. 

This Gentlersan having fo ftrong an In- 
terceffor, obrain’d his Majefty’s Licence to 
torre Home and take his Trfalj in Order 
to Convince his Majefty that he was Inno- 
cent: I won’t fay but things might be 
fubtilly manag’d, and that Powerful Lady 
Order’d all things in fuch manner, that tho” 
it was too well known he was Wounded ia 
theAgtion,yet before the Judges ic was made 
very clear, that he was Innocent of all the 
matter. “Twas prov’d that he advis’d the 
Gentleman not to meet, and refus’d to be 
concern’d, and fererat fuch Circumftances, 
by Dexterity of Management, and no bo 
dy coming into Profecute, he was abfos 
lutely clear’d of the Faét, by the Procefs of 
the Law. 

How far this can concern the King, J 
leave to any one-to determines nay, tho’ 
all that is alledg’d fhould be true, that he 
was Atually in the Bafinefs, and receiv’d 
a Wound there, yet no Man is Guitry asté 
thePublick, but he that-is prov’é fos ” 
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tchis Gentleman was Acquitted i 


ot Juftice, by a Formal Procets of the Law, 


the King nor his Oath, was not concern’d — 


at all. . 

Be it as it will, the King has fo far ob- 
‘ory'd his Oath, aod fo far Conquer’d this 
Deftri@ive Humour in his Subjeéts, that 
you don’t hear of a Duel fought in France 
trom one Years end fo another, and in- 
fiead of Eternal Quarrels and Bluodthed 
which that Paffionate Nation Was every day 
Embroil’d in; there is am Entire Regulati- 
on of Converfation among the Perfons of 
Rank; If chere are Heats at any time hap- 
pen in Company, all the Friends on both 
tides concern them(elves to make it up, nay, 
whoever is in. the Company, Friends or 
not, will engage in the Work 5 for the 
Confequences are fo Fatal to the Perfons, 
andfo uneatie to all their Friends, that the 
confideration of it feems to have made a 
Conqueft, even upon their Reafon. 

If the Extremities of Mattersare forc’d 
up too high, and any Affront is given, the 
Marefhals of France have a Court Freéted 
tor that purpole, and tis their Bufinefs to 
Judge in Points of Honuur, and to make 
Reparations and L’Amind Honourable , 
when awarded by them, gives full Satisfa- 
tion in Cafe of an Affront ; and.this Pro- 
ceeding Solves every Man’s Reputation, 
for no Man now obtains the Name of a 
Coward for refuling. to give a Challenge, 
and no Wife Man will venture to put it in 
his Power to accept one. By which Me- 
thod the Publick Peace is Abfolutely pre- 
serv’d; the Court of the Marefbals is a 
Court of Honour, andany Man has there 
a full Recompence for an Incivility, and 
many times in extraordinary Cafes, the 
King takes up a Caule himfelf. 

The Count de Rochfert in his Memoirs, 
gives usa Story of two Young Gentlemen 
who liv’d in Bretsign., and their Lands 
eyning together, their Parks were not far 
off, and this gave frequent occafions of 
Clafhings and Quarrels between the Ser- 
vants, Huntfmen and Game-keepers of 
each other ; and thefe Quarrels had fo far 
Affeéted the Mafters, that the Fathers of 
thofe two Gentlemen had fought a Duel, 
oa one had the Misfortune to be 
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of ies 


atfe& their Children, they apply 
felves to his Majefty upon his Publifhing 


jefty co lay his Special Injunétion upon rhe 
two Young Gentlemen: The King havi 


heard the Particulars, Orders, that cae an 
vent all occalion of Quarrels, and as a Sa- 
tista¢tion tor the Death of the Father, the. 
Son of him that kill’d him, fhould Oblerve = 


the folowing Orders: 


I. Sf He was Invited, or had occa- — 


fion to go toany Company, if the Other 
Gentleman was there, He was notto go; 
or if He was there before, He was to 
rife up and go away, unlefs in either 
Cafe the Other Gentleman Invite him 
to ftay; and if the Orher Gentleman did 
Invite him to ftay, or to come into his 
Company, then he Inviting was Anfwe- 
rable for any Quarrel that fhould hav- 
pen, and muft break the Peace at His 
Peril. 

Il. He was oblig’d, neither by himf1*, 
Servants, Dogs or Horles, to come upon 
any part of the other Gentleman’s Lands, 
and if in purfuit-of any Sport, the Game 
run upon this Gentleman’s Eftate, the o- 
ther was immediately to calloffhis Hounds 
and Servants, and give it over.: 

It happened fometime after, that this 
Gentleman, whether on purpofe -to Infule 
him, or in Contempt of the King’s Com- 
mand, or eager in Purfuit of fome Fowls, 
comes on Horfeback with 2 or 3 Servants, 
and fhoots at fome Game over the very 
Pales or Wall of his Park. 

Had the injured Gentleman juffered the 
Infult, and made his Complaint to his Mu- 
jefty, he had, no doubt, receiv’d full Satis 
faétion, and the other a fevere Punifhment. 

But inftead of this, he goes out with his 
Servants and purfues the Gentleman, and 
fires at him; and in this manner they Intult- 
ed one another every day, till it began a 
little Civil War in the Country: at fat it 
came to the King’s Ear; his Majefty had 
Certainly Punifhed him moft that wenc out 
and Fired at him, but for the Remembrance 
of hisFather’s being kill’d by the (&@meMan’s 
Father; they were both Confin’d for 
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his 
Ediét againit Duelling ; to Beteech hisMa- 
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time, and learnt dearly enou 
0 know what it was to break the 
King’s Orders; they were not Dif- 


a miffed after a long Imprifonment, with- 
gut giving very good-Security, not to 
_ Infult each other, or break the Peace; 
and ever after they lived in good Neigh- 
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bourhood, and grew very gaod Friends 
I could fill this Paper se Innumerable 
Particulars, if Authors were fearch’d, to 
fupply us with the Pofitive Abfolute Sub« 
miffon which the Gentry of France have 
seks to the King’s Command in this Par- 
icular. 


Mercure Scandale: 
| O R, 


A pvice from the Scandalous CL up. 


He Author made fome Reply laft Pa- 

per, to one of the Exceptions taken 

at the Proceedings of the Society, and is 

giad what he faid there, has the Succefs of 

being thought juft by fuch Men whefe Judg- 
ment he has Reafon to Value. 

The fecond Article was, That no Man 
ought to take upon him Publick Reproof, 
and point out other Folks Crimes, unlets 
he was fure be bid none of bis own. 

If this were true, the Lord bave Mercy 
xpon us, there is all our Clergy Unchurch’d, 
and their Mouths ftop’d at a blow; the 
Stocks and Whipping-Poft may ferve to 
make Bonefires for joy, the firft time we 
Relieve the Camifars: all our Juftices of 
the Peace may lay down their Commiffions, 
and Mogiftracy will die of a Convulfion ; 
in thert this is a Common-wealth Principle 
with a Vengeance, for there muft be no 
King in J/rael, but every Man mutt do 
what {eems good in his own Eyes. ; 

As for the Author, he owns him(elf in 
the Rank of thofe who bave moft Infirmities, 
and where he is Guilty, fhall be freer to 
Acknowledge, than any reaionable Man to 
Accufe ; but what is this to the Paper, for 
as Recrimination isthe pooreft Defenceany 
Man can make, fo it is no manner of An- 
{wer to the Matter ; and the Author-Cha- 
lenges all the World to Charge him either 
with Error in Hiftory, Miftake in Geogra- 
phy, Partiality in Parties, or Falfity of Faét, 
as for his Stile he referrs it to Cenfure. 

And the ingenious Author of the Courant 
hag therein taena great deal of pains to 


fhew the World he himfelfts miftaken, 
fince Ido not queftion his underftanding 
Durch,and giving in a true Tranflation ; But 
if we will alledge that he is to Tranflate, 
not renderthe Language, there I fay he 
is wrong ; and tho’ I think I have not 
us’d him fo roughly as to Merit {uch hard 
words as he gives, and fhall not return him 
any; yet I ftill infift on it, and appeal to 
all Men of Letters to Judge, 7hut My 
Obfervations are jult.  ~ 
ft. In the Cafe of the Cruelties, of 
Pulling down Croffes, as it muft be None 
fence im itlelr, fo ’tis not Material to me, 
whether “Tis the Brufel Gazetteer’s, or 
his own ; but fince he is-pleas’d to come 
off froin it, by pretending to a Literal 
Tranflation, I would be glad to know, 
whether when the Paper he Tranflates 
fpeaks any French Roafepee he thinks he 
is excufable to put it into Englifh Nonfence, 
and there I Jeave it. y 
Then as to the word Felony, tis yery 
Immaterial to us what Felony is fuppos’d 
to fignify in the French ; Tt know this 
Gentleman underftands what it means in 
Englifo, better chan to have rendred it fo, 
if he had fore(éen it ; and therefore by bet- 
ter Judgments than my own, my obfere 
vation is juft in that particular, and he 
has not perform’d the part of a juft Tranfla 
tor in this Cafe neither, becaule Felony 
in French, and Felony in Engilifh, are 
different things; if he had faid he 
was Guilty of whut rbey cali Felony a 
aginft the King, it had been right enough g 
thet 


oa A len Enh rin: 


4. on 
4 ‘ 
- oa , aS. i mat 
- 2 - 4 deh = es 
i 3 > < +e” oe “ 
; Sa i 7s v= ee 
A Li are a 

: \ + as mo Li 


tho’ I ask his pardon for Dire&ing him. 
:Thavea Cafe exadtly like chis, among my 


remarks on the News Papers in the Au-. 


thor of the Lendon- Polt, who I Suppofe will 
be very-engry at my naming bim again ; he 
tells us, the King of Poland has taken 
the Prince Fuceb and Alexander Sobiesky 5 
Now th wa se and the fame 
French lignifying Fames and Facob ; this 
Gentleman may -allege he is Right, tho’ 
there is no fuch Prince ia the World. 
And tho’ I beg this Geatleman’s pardon 


for making Comparifons, having no Reafor 


to Queftion his being a capable, and a 
carefull ‘Tranflatos, yet I ae ip this, 
he is miftaker, and am réadv ubmit 
rey-remarks to,any Impartial Judge; aad 
ig I am wrong, Ti) net fab to make 
bm J’ dAmoed Pfonourable.. The ref ot his 
Obdfervations J fhail Clearas I goon. 

When this is all (aid, the Author -pre- 
tends.to one thing more, Thet-neither in 
this, nor any thing elfe, can any of thefe 
Accufers: Charge him with the tame Er- 
rars. he has reprov’d, he has neither Sin’d 
azainft Sence nor again Englifh, as the 
Perfons he reproves have done. 

. And therefore with Submiffion, his being 
fubjett to Miftakes, neither leflens the Cre- 
dicof-what he favs, nor unqualifies him for 
Publick Animadverfon. 

Rut ifhe chances to flip, as Aumanum eft 
Brrae, he Reviews and Correéts his own 
Miftakes, with all the Care and Circum- 
fpeétion he can; and that the Gentlemen 
he Remarks upon, wop’d do the fame, is 
all he defires ; and to prove this.to be true, 
he appeals toone of the moft Angry Au- 
ftiors of a!] our Newi-Writers, to whom he 
took thePains to fhew fome ot the moftGrols 
autt Nonfen‘ical Errors that anAuthor cou’d 
be guilty of, and detired he would make an 
Errata for them, which he promis’d, but 
afterwards anfwer'd it was not worth his 
while. 

Befides -this, he very; feldom gives the 
World any Remarks of.an Author’s Mi 
ftakes, till he has given a Months time at 
feaft ro Correét them; and as Some Wifer 
thant the reft have not thought.it below 
them to Gaorreét ¢hwic-Errors, he has ac- 


kaowledg’d their Careasw 
Nor are the Errors he has | 
bore a Tenth Part of thofe which he 
fhew upon moft of them, by which 
pears he has not taken al} Advantages 
to prove this, and to prevent formal 
ries, the World hall have an Index of 
ticulars. 4 a 
He does - think it worth bis while 
to amend his Miftdkes, omght not to be — 
Angry at being told bf them; and fincehe — 
puts fo little Value on his Readers, as not 
to think it worth. while to write Sence for 
them, nor to mend Miftakes, he Civilly 
calls thea all Feols, aod takes it for Grant- 
ed they Canc diftingnifh. 
However, The Author of this Paper of 
fers to Capitulate, and hereby makes a 
fair Propolal, If the Gentlemen will agree. 
to write Truth, and to Correé themfelves, 
when they find any flips of the Pen, and 
confequently impofe ne more upon the 
World, they fhall hear no more of this 
Froublefome Fellow’s Corrcétion; but 
ifthey will Declare open War with Truth, 
Geography, Fiftory, Languige, and Sence, 
he ftands them fair, and asks no Quarter. 
A Dvertifements are taken in by J.Mfatthems, 
in Pilkington-Comt in Little Britain, . 
ADVERTISEMENTS, 
; AN Hiftorical Didactical Treatife of the 
Two Covenants. Wherein are briefly i 
laid dowa che Life of Chrifl, and that of Mofer; 
and fevera! obfcure Paffages of Holy Scrip- 
ture open’d, many common Miftakes about 
this Matter corrected, and a good Life fe- 
rioufly prefled. By John Parker, now Rector 
of Colme-Engayne, in the County of Eyfex, 
and formerly Fellow of Emunwel College in 
Cambridge, Printed for Jeffery Wale, at the 
Angel in St. Paul's Church-Yard. 1704. 
Lately Publith’d, 
More short ways with the Diffenters. price 6d, 
4+4 A Dodtorin Phyfick Cures all the 
Degrees and Indifpofitions in Venercal Per- 
fons be A moft eatie, fafe, and expeditious 
Meth 3, and of whom ary Perion may 
have Advice, and a porfect Cure, Ict his or 
her Difeafe be of the longef{ Date: He like- 
wife gives his Adyice in all Difcafes, and 
prefcribes a Cure. Dr. HARBOROUGH, (a 
Graduate Phyfician ) in Great Kwight-Riders. 
fireet, near Doftors Commens, 
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